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(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To gather information concerning illegal acts, illicit acts, and the like 
by swiftly coping with a crime or accident in a specified area by using a network 

10 type camera. 

[Means] Two or more network type cameras are installed on a street of a 
shopping mall and vision areas determined by the respective cameras are 
photographed to save images; and images photographed by the cameras are 
selected to find images including the intrusion path of a person who committed 

15 an illegal or illicit act up to a crime scene and the exit path after the act, and the 
selected images 9a to 9f are recorded as image information on a recording 
medium 10, which is submitted to the police, etc., and used to solve the 
incidents. 

20 [0033] In this case, an access path to the shopping mall is photographed by 
cameras 1a, 1d, 1b, in this order, and while the man drawing graffiti on a 
shutter of a store SP, his action is photographed by the camera 1b. Thereafter, 
the scene of the man leaving the graffiti location is photographed by the 
cameras 1e, 1c, 1f, in this order and lastly, the man drawn graffiti goes out of 

25 sight of the camera 1f. The image information photographed by each camera 
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is recorded and stored from moment to moment in a camera server 3 in a 
server room and at the same time, the scene is displayed on a display of a 
personal computer of a monitoring terminal. The monitoring terminal in the 
server room 2 is monitored by an operator or monitored automatically with 
5 nobody attended. 

[0034] When a location is monitored automatically with nobody attended, the 
manager of the server room 2 is informed of an incident by means of a report 
from an attendant of the store (SP) on which the man drawn graffiti. The 
manager of the server room 2 specifies the approximate time of the incident by 

10 the report from the attendant, takes out the image information of the incident 
scene from the image information of the cameras 1a to 1f stored in the camera 
server 3, and specifies the date (year, month, and date) and time when it is 
stored in the image. Fig. 7 depicts the time of the incident (e.g., 1:00 A.M.) 
when the cameras 1a to 1f photographed the graffiti being drawn, the scene of 

15 the incident, and image information photographed by each camera displayed 
on small windows 8a to 8f at the same period of time. 

[0035] The times of day when the man is photographed by the cameras are 
estimated in succession by inversely calculating the specified incident time 
(1 :00 A.M.). An image photographed when the man enters the surveillance 

20 region of the shopping mall (M1 , M2), an image photographed when the man is 
drawing graffiti at the incident scene (M3), and an image when the man is 
leaving after the incident (M4 to M6) are displayed on the small windows 8a to 
8f on sight as shown in Fig. 8. In this example, it can be found that the man 
entered the shopping mall from the street A1 at 24:58, drawn graffiti for 5 

25 minutes from 1 :00, and left the scene at 1 :07 in the direction of the street S2. 
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[0036] Therefore, a particular image is selected from the image information 
photographed by the cameras in which the action of the offender is 
photographed, the image is magnified by handling a controller 11 generated in 
a parent window 8, static images or dynamic images on which the action of the 
5 man is photographed (M1 to M6) are cut out from each of the images in the 
order, and as shown in Fig. 9, the cut out images are edited in the order of time 
as criminal information indicating time of the criminal act. 
[0037] In this example, the small window 8a at 24:58 is defined as a first 
screen 9a f the small window 8d at 24:59 is defined as a second screen 9b, the 

10 small window 8b at 1:00 is defined as a third screen 9c, the small window 8e at 
1 :05 is defined as a fourth screen 9d, the small window 8f at 1 :06 is defined as 
a fifth screen 9e, and the small window 8c at 1:07 is defined as a sixth screen 
9f, the recorded screens 9a to 9f from the small windows 8a to 8f are edited in 
this order, the image information of the recorded screens (9a to 9f) are 

15 recorded in a recording medium 10 such as a DVD, CD-R or the like as 

evidence of illegal or illicit acts, and submit them to the public institution such 
as the police department if required. The edited recorded screens 9a to 9f 
may be given to the official organization such as police from the personal 
computer 4 of the monitoring terminal through a network. * 
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